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Foreword

I am delighted to introduce the new Murdoch University 
Strategic Campus Masterplan, an ambitious articulation of 
what a future university campus looks like and feels like. 
Through this plan our campus it to become the most 
significant concentration of knowledge-based enterprise in 
Western Australia. Academic activity, students and research, 
will collide with the external world to create innovative ideas 
and outcomes for our common benefit. 

Murdoch University was established in 1973 as the second 
University in the State to provide tertiary education to the 
growing population south of the river. This new plan builds 
on our heritage and protects and enhances many guiding 
principles set out in our original masterplan.
 
Our new Campus Masterplan will enable that vision to be 
anchored in a very visible way and as the knowledge centre 
for the States Murdoch Specialised Activity Centre will 
deliver the following benefits:    

•  A knowledge-based urban centre fostering enterprise, 
entrepreneurship and community engagement, increasing 
diversity of economic growth and attracting business.

•  A centre of excellence and innovation while supporting 
development as outlined in the State Government’s 
Directions 2031 and Beyond planning framework.

•  The countries first ‘One Health Bridge’ linking human, 
animal and environmental health research and business 
opportunity between the adjacent Hospital Precinct and 
University. 

•  Contribute towards a workplace and home for a diverse 
population of 35,000 employees, 22,000 residents and 
44,000 students within the wider MSAC. 

•  Strengthen our unique research and commercial 24/7 
lifestyle vision as a place to study, live and work within  
a sustainable Green Star 5 Star community.

The Masterplan outlines four sub-Precincts in addition to the 
Academic Core, including:

•  Eastern Precinct – Mixed Use Development Area, including 
the health precinct;

•  Western Precinct – Residential Development Area;

•  Sport and Wellness Precinct – Sports Ovals and associated 
facilities  

•  Southern Precinct – University farm and living lab

Murdoch University is a distinctive, knowledge based 
destination. The Masterplan positions the University to embrace 
its increasingly urban context, but with inclusion of our 
bushland heritage. Murdoch’s re-contextualised campus has 
an opportunity to lead not only as a centre for learning and 
research, but also to excel in design excellence, sustainability 
and as an icon for interaction with our local community.   

Situated within a beautiful setting, yet connected to key 
infrastructure and transport, cutting edge facilities and new 
amenity, I am confident our Masterplan will deliver a unique 
asset to the people of Western Australia.

Professor Eeva Leinonen
Vice Chancellor  
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Murdoch University is at an important 
tipping-point in its relatively short 
history. Today, universities operate in 
an intensely competitive and dynamic 
environment, and Murdoch is facing 
challenging issues and unprecedented 
opportunity.

Introduction
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Thriving in this changing context requires dramatic 
transformations underpinned by a robust vision and guiding 
principles that promote sound strategies and relevant objectives.

In response to these emerging challenges Murdoch University
has reviewed its Mission and prepared a 21st Century Vision
and a Strategic Plan to direct the institution’s transformation
into an attractive and exciting high-quality research-led
university of international standing.

Murdoch’s Perth Campus is the University’s headquarters and 
home-base, and the campus environment is a major asset to 
the University’s image and brand. In developing this Strategic 
Masterplan the consultant team has remained faithful to the 
University’s current Mission and Strategic Plan as the corner 
stones of the proposed improvement plan for the Campus’s 
physical and natural environment.

Murdoch’s Mission
Murdoch’s mission is to generate and disseminate knowledge
by advancing social and scientific understanding; empowering
students to undertake productive and fulfilling lives; and
contributing to the betterment and sustainability of our and
other societies.

University Vision & Strategic Plan
Murdoch’s 21st Century Vision is to be a leading international 
research-led university pursuing excellence in select areas of
knowledge production and dissemination. Accompanying the
Vision is the University’s Strategic Plan 2012-17 that articulates 
three core priority areas that underpin its progress to a high 
quality research-led international university. These priority 
areas are;

• Leading edge, blue sky and translational research
• High quality teaching and learning
• Strong societal engagement

The pursuit of excellence in all three of these priority areas
is ongoing and is essential to the growth of the University’s
international reputation and resilience.

Perth Campus Development & Masterplan
Murdoch’s Perth Campus environment is a crucial enabler in 
the University’s progress to fulfilling its mission and realising 
its vision and its objective to be a leading university in the 
East Asian region.

Informed by several economic, planning and development
studies, this Strategic Masterplan is conceived as a guiding
document to assist the University to develop its campus into
a contemporary environment tailored to achieving its core
objectives and help fulfill its mission and vision.

Masterplan Context and Intent
The University has recently celebrated its fortieth anniversary of 
excellence and innovation in education and research. With the 
passage of time and Perth’s increasing population, the Perth 
Campus is now surrounded by an urban setting that will 
become increasingly denser. 

With this changing context come a number of challenges 
and opportunities for the institution as it progresses through 
the 21st century. In response, the Murdoch University Perth 
Campus Strategic Masterplan is prepared as a guiding 
document to assist addressing the required improvements to 
the physical environment that will enable the University to 
meet its growth projections, to capitalise on its core values 

Introduction

and capabilities, contribute positively to the wider Activity 
Centre where the campus is located and capture the benefits 
that accompany new and emerging possibilities. 

The production of the Strategic Masterplan follows the 
Murdoch Specialised Activity Centre (MSAC) Structure Plan 
2014 released by the Western Australian Planning Commission, 
and two subsequent studies commissioned by the University; 
the draft Murdoch University Spatial Masterplan (2014),  
and the Murdoch University Eastern Precinct Draft Masterplan 
Proposal (2014). The focus of the latter two studies is a 
proposal for an “Eastern Precinct”, a knowledge based 
mixed use development flanking the eastern boundary of 
the campus. 

The Murdoch University Perth Campus Strategic Masterplan 
2016 takes into account the findings and recommendations 
from the preceding studies, revisits the intent of the MSAC 
Structure Plan, and informed by the previous work, refocuses 
attention onto the University’s existing academic campus and 
confirms integration of the eastern precinct within a greater 
Masterplan approach. 

The overall intent of the Strategic Masterplan is to establish  
a framework for the progressive development of the existing 
academic campus in the context of the greater MSAC, and in 
doing so, to evolve the approach and findings of the “eastern 
precinct” studies. 



 
 

Murdoch University’s vision is to be  
a 21st century tertiary education 
institution that achieves excellence  
in its learning, teaching and research 
activities; that provides cutting-edge 
knowledge to industry and the 
community; and has a global, highly 
regarded reputation for its 
achievements.

Vision
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An urban environment that embraces  
the campus’s significant ecological setting.

A modern campus set to attract  
free thinkers and promote the exchange  
of knowledge and skill.
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Perth Campus Vision

Murdoch University is at a significant and redefining period 
in the institution’s history. It is time for the Perth campus to 
embrace its increasingly urban context and, with the 
development of the Eastern Precinct, to capitalise on the 
opportunities offered by being adjacent a world-class health 
precinct and regional transport connections.

In response, this Strategic Masterplan aligns the transformation 
of the campus’s physical attributes and character with the 
University’s strategic vision and objectives,  forges linkages 
with neighbouring institutions, and envisions a revitalised 
campus that is a distinctive, attractive, comfortable, legible 
and memorable place for students, staff and the community.
 
A revitalised Murdoch campus will project a thriving university 
that attracts freethinkers and promotes effective interactions 
and exchanges of knowledge and skills.  In addition to its 
excellent learning, teaching and research facilities, the future 
campus will include a considerably greater amount of on-site 
accommodation, which will provide students, staff, and the 
wider community a diverse choice of housing types supported 
by appropriate commercial and cultural enterprises.  

Recognising the appeal of authenticity and respecting the 
environment, the Strategic Masterplan acknowledges 
Murdoch’s heritage. The new campus planning and architecture 
will promote sustainable design and uphold the principles and 
spirit of the original design that successfully unites buildings and 
landscape, to celebrate the beautiful bushland setting and 
native Australian flora and fauna.

New development will be integrated with the academic core 
to achieve a consolidated campus that is consistent with the 
objectives of the Western Australian Planning Commission’s 
MSAC structure plan, respecting the character and value of the 
distinctive, expansive natural and cultivated landscape, farm 
and biodiversity assets for the benefit of generations to come.  

Modernisation of, and accessibility to key infrastructure and 
transport, cutting-edge facilities and new amenity will attract 
productive physical and entrepreneurial interactions and 
synergies between academic, residential, commercial and 
industry users, and underpin research ambitions. 

Campus life will integrate multiple layers of meaning and 
experience, a place that supports and promotes holistic 
education, where discovery and well-being are pervasive 
and intrinsic – an experience greater than the sum of its parts.  

Gifted with a vast landholding, the sustainable campus of the 
future will showcase innovative solutions to urban issues and 
foster good stewardship amongst its community.  It will prioritise 
and secure high quality design and a standard of amenity 
for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings.       

A connected and dynamic campus with links to its neighbours 
– in particular the hospitals, farm, research activity, bio-science, 
and animal and human health functions together – will create 
a regionally unique cluster that offers globally recognised 
collaboration opportunities. 

With an inclusive, accessible and legible environment, Murdoch 
will become a place where people choose to be and enjoy 
opportunities for collaborative learning and lifelong learning. 
Uniquely  “Murdoch spaces” for learning, socialising and 
reflection will leave lasting impressions on the University 
community and all who visit the campus. 

Vision

Future development of the academic campus should reinforce Murdoch’s unique identity that celebrates generous open space 
and native landscape framed by simple, elegant architecture with a timeless quality.
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Broadwalk is celebrated and extended  
as an iconic pedestrian and cycle boulevard.

Ecological networks are protected  
and restored as a community asset.
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Masterplan Response to Growth

Murdoch University is positioning itself to develop and thrive 
as one of Australia’s leading tertiary teaching and research 
institutes. The State’s decision to develop a major transport 
hub and health precinct immediately to the east of campus 
has created opportunities for the University to develop new 
research and commercial partnerships.

The University has a growth projection of 42,634 students 
across all of its campuses by 2025. Of those, 26 000 students 
will be enrolled at the Perth Campus resulting in a projected 
equivalent full time student load (EFTSL) of 17,000. 

The Eastern Precinct is a vital component in meeting the State’s 
vision for the MSAC which forecasts a total population of 
100,400 people by 2031 including 22 000 residents, 35 000 
employees, 43 400 enrolled students (TAFE, schools and 
University) and 35 000 jobs. 

When implementing future growth and changes to the campus 
the University will acknowledge the physical character, its 
architectural, ecological, landscape and planning heritage, 
and the site’s particular topography that together bestow the 
place with a unique and appealing identity, delivering an 
experience that is “distinctly Murdoch”. 

Whilst the key driver for University development is tied to 
growth, the fundamental design philosophy has been good 
stewardship – developing a plan that provides for the needs 
and expectations of staff, students and the community whilst 
not compromising future opportunities.

Vision

Eastern Precinct will comprise mixed-use contemporary buildings offering commercial, retail & research facilities,  
a variety of residential accommodation and an attractive, lively and bustling public realm.



Murdoch University’s Perth Campus 
is located 15km south of the CBD. 
Rapid expansion of the suburban 
fringe and Peel region over the past 
decade has propelled Murdoch  from 
its peripheral origins to an emerging 
strategic centre with a wide urban 
catchment today. It remains the sole 
public university in Perth’s south-west 
corridor.

Context
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Murdoch Specialised Activity Centre

Under the State Government’s ‘Directions 2031 and Beyond’ 
planning framework, and Structure Plan 2014, the Murdoch 
University site forms the western area of the Murdoch Strategic 
Activity Centre (MSAC). The MSAC encompasses the Murdoch 
University site, Fiona Stanley and St John of God hospitals 
and a high density mixed use commercial and residential 
development close to Murdoch Train Station. The Activity 
Centre with its primary functions of providing centralised  
public and private health and research facilities, commercial 
space and residential dwellings, will attract an ultimate student, 
employment and residential population of an estimated 
100,000 people.  

Murdoch University is well poised to take advantage of this 
planned long-term growth that will support realisation of its 
strategic goals. With the population of the greater Perth area 
expected to rise to 3.5 million by 2031, Murdoch University 
is ideally located to strategically link and integrate with the 
MASC and provide education, employment, housing and 
specialist services to the growing population.

The proximity of neighbouring Fiona Stanley Public Hospital 
and St John of God Private Hospital provides a unique 
opportunity for integrated research, commercial and specialist 
services to be synergistically located in the Murdoch University 
site. Partnerships between these organisations and the 
University can provide reciprocal benefits, not least being 
the effective development of a service ‘cluster’ that boosts 
student, user, industry, employment and research 
opportunities.

The Murdoch Specialised Activity Centre. 
The structure Plan was approved by the Western 
Australian Planning Commission in January 2014.
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Land Tenure

Today, universities operate in an intensely competitive and 
dynamic environment, and Murdoch is facing both challenging 
issues and unprecedented opportunity. Thriving in this 
changing context requires dramatic transformations 
underpinned by a robust vision and guiding principles that 
promote sound strategies and relevant objectives.

The basis upon which the Land at the Perth Campus has 
been held by Murdoch University has changed over time. 
The Campus is currently a Crown Grant in Trust and subject 
to certain conditions, including that the land is to be held in 
trust solely “for the purposes of Murdoch University”. 

The present tenure is a constraint to future residential and 
commercial development and MSAC outcomes. The State 
and the University are in agreement that legislative 
changes are required to enable the University to facilitate 
implementation of the State Government’s long term vision 
for the MSAC. Changes to the Murdoch University are 
currently progressing through State Legislature and should 
be enacted during 2016.

To undertake certain infrastructure, land development and 
sales, the University will continue to work with the State to 
agree a mechanism by which this can be achieved. 
Concurrently the University will work with WA Planning 
Commission to ensure the appropriate planning frameworks 
are in place to achieve the Masterplan.

The Perth Campus Strategic Masterplan has therefore been 
created on the assumption that land tenure matters will be 
resolved between Murdoch University and the State to 
enable residential and commercial development to occur in 
a timely manner under suitable tenure and planning 
arrangements. 



Existing Campus –  Heritage. The buildings surrounding 
Bush Court have significant heritage value.

 Existing Campus –  Structuring Geometry.  The original campus 
plan was designed around a simple cartesian grid centred on 
Bush Court.
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Context

Original Campus Plan

Murdoch University’s Perth Campus is founded on planning 
principles and design philosophy set out in the Physical 
Planning Report 1973 prepared by Architect  
Gus Ferguson, Planner Gordon Stephenson, and Landscape 
Architect Marion Blackwell. This highly regarded founding 
design team paved the way for a modern, innovative, 
functional approach to university design.
 
The report laid out a campus structure based on a hierarchy of 
outdoor spaces, dominated by Bush Court as a ‘central park’, 
and surrounded by low-rise development and landscaping set 
on a Cartesian grid to define the layout and proportions of 
the buildings and spaces. 

The University’s architecture was to be simple, robust and 
functional, rather than borrowing from the grand tradition of the 
University of Western Australia and other ‘established’ universities. 
Buildings were to be practical, with flexible spaces that sat 
unobtrusively in the bush setting, and this was emphasised 
through elements such as controlled heights, simple building 
forms and a restrained palette of materials and colours.     

The Campus of today is defined by the peripheral circulation 
routes, internal roads and service paths, linear grid planning 
and a variety of courts and external spaces that give the 
place its basic structure. The landscape is an integral part of 
the planning and it provides numerous framed visual corridors 
and spaces. This was very much part of the original vision.

A Heritage Overview conducted in 2015 determined that on a 
prima facie basis the Perth Campus has cultural heritage 
significance for aesthetic, historic and social reasons. The 
Perth Campus has largely retained the character and identity 
synonymous with the University’s origins and ethos. It is 
recognised for being an open and dispersed Campus with a 
strong relationship to the natural bushland, reinforcing its 
“uniquely Western Australian” context.

Simple, robust, functional architecture in the bush setting.



 Existing Campus –  Ecological Zones.
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Ecological Networks  
and Heritage Considerations 

The natural and cultivated landscapes of the site create  
a distinctive setting and sense of place. The Campus is  
a relaxed environment with native trees and landscaped 
courtyards, transitioning to interconnected areas of remnant 
bushland and wetlands.

This ‘ecological network’ is an asset to the University.  
It provides research and learning opportunities, recreational 
areas and high amenity of significant value to the University 
and broader community.  

The hydrology, soils and biodiversity of the wetlands and 
terrestrial habitats are intrinsically connected. For this reason 
any development on campus needs to be cognisant of these 
connections and ensure these significant areas are protected 
with appropriate buffers and neighbouring land uses.

Campus Ecology: Chelodina Wetlands.

MURDOCH

PERTH

Murdoch University South St Campus incorporates the 
northern tip of the Bibra Suite wetlands.



The key moves underpinning the 
Strategic Masterplan can be 
described in the following diagrams.

Masterplan Key Initiatives
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Respect the essential 
character and heritage of 
Bush Court and foster an 
activated, contemporary, 
flexible experience which 
reinforces the locale as 
the University heart ; one 
that is both timely and 
timeless.  



Masterplan Key Initiatives

Develop cutting edge learning, teaching and research 
facilities in the Academic Core using best practice space 
optimisation to meet the University’s growth aspirations 
and modern expectations. 

Protect and restore the ecological networks with their 
intrinsic wealth of biodiversity as critical community assets 
throughout the campus precincts and as regional 
connectors. 

Create a physical chain linking with our MSAC 
neighbours, integrating the State health campus with the 
University’s broader life sciences, underpinning the 
University’s research ambitions. 

Rationalise the campus precincts to create a consolidated 
development footprint, facilitating better connectivity. 

Prioritise Discovery Way as the primary gateway for 
public and private transport, incorporating a clear 
University arrival point at Southern Plaza. 

Move the student village accommodation to directly 
adjacent the north-west corner of the Academic Core. 

Extend Broadwalk as an iconic pedestrian and cycle 
boulevard connecting all precincts, via the State health 
campus, to Murdoch Station. 

Create a diverse residential offering on the western side of 
the campus. 
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Create a diverse research & development, commercial  
and residential offering on the eastern side of the campus 
anchored by a significant urban plaza.

Establish a network of urban plazas and courtyards that 
are linked via a hierarchy of easily legible pedestrian 
routes.

Establish a regionally significant sporting precinct. 

Establish a ceremonial entrance from South Street and 
increase the visual presence from the north.

Uphold the campus farm and surrounding living laboratory 
as an acclaimed asset and attractor fort he University.

Development acknowledges and builds upon the original 
campus design philosophy, and reinforces Bush Court as 
the primary space within the Cartesian grid. 

Masterplan Key Initiatives
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The Strategic Masterplan



The Strategic Masterplan

Eastern Precinct 
Development Site

Academic Core 
Development Site

Western Residential 
Precinct

Tier 1 POS

Living Stream

Farm & Field plots

Environment & Research

Wetlands

Integrated Residential

Western Residential  
Student Accommodation

Sport
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Academic Core  
Existing



The Strategic Masterplan sets out 
delivery of the vision over four 
stages; Early Wins, Short Term, 
Medium Term and Long Term. Key 
projects for each stage are identified 
under their relevant campus precincts 
on the following pages.

Staging
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Staging

Early Wins Short Term

Medium Term Long Term



Staging

INITIATIVES

Academic Core
1. L&T Building 
2. Research 
3. Library Refurbishment 
4.  Student Hub and associated 

landscaping

Eastern Precinct
5.  EP development anchored by 

Murdoch Square

Sports Precinct
6. Wellness Centre
7. Synthetic Pitches

General
8.  New Temporary Car Park  

(as approved) 
9. Centralised Operations

Staging – Early Wins

1

2

3
4

56

7

8
9

28
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Staging – Short Term

INITIATIVES

Academic Core
10. L&T Expansion
11. Research Expansion  
12. Parking 
13.  Academic refurbishment   

/redevelopment

Eastern Precinct
14.  EP development anchored by 

Research 
15.  EP development anchored by 

Residential
16.  Further EP development  

anchored by Murdoch Square

Sports Precinct
17. Sports Hall

Western Residential Precinct
18. Student Accommodation

General
19. Glass House (inc. field plots)
20.  Energy/Renewable  

Technology Centre

10

11
12

13 14

15

16
17

18

19

20



Staging

Staging – Medium Term

INITIATIVES

Academic Core
21.  Further Accademic 

refurbishment / redevelopment

Eastern Precinct
22.  Further EP development 

anchored by Research 
23.  Further EP development 

anchored by Residential
24.  Further EP development 

anchored by Murdoch Square

Sports Precinct
25. Aquatic Centre

Western Residential Precinct
26. Student Accommodation
27. New Dwellings

General
28.  Phase 2 integrated off-grid 

infrastructure

21

22

23

2425

26

2727

27

28

30
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Staging – Long Term

INITIATIVES

Academic Core
29.  Further Accademic 

refurbishment / redevelopment

Eastern Precinct
30.  Further EP development 

General
31.  Phase 3 integrated off-grid 

infrastructure

31

30

29
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Activity Precincts

Academic Core

The Academic precinct is the centre of learning and teaching 
on campus. 

An improved Bush Court and its framing architecture remains 
the core and cultural heart of the campus.

Learning and teaching is focussed around a re-developed 
Library/Learning Centre on the southern side of Bush Court.
Senate/governance will be consolidated to the eastern side 
and Student activity to the west.

The Academic Core will be serviced by a strengthened 
pedestrian Broadwalk passing along the southern edge of 
Bush Court and extending to Murdoch Train Station in the east. 

Murdoch’s new ceremonial entry and drop-off will extend 
from South Street. This will provide a more dignified arrival 
and improve the campus’s northern aspect and approach.

A new southern arrival point will be achieved with the transit 
plaza on Discovery Way. This will become the main, ‘everyday’ 
arrival and access to the campus.  

Clustering the Academic Core around Bush Court and 
consolidating future growth to the northern portion of the 
campus is a planning strategy that celebrates the campus’s 
unique character and promotes a more vibrant and activated 
campus environment, relevant to the needs and expectations 
of today’s students and academics. 

The University’s immediate and forseable need for purpose-built 
research and learning facilities are catered for, as are the more 
long-term opportunities for repurposing or decommissioning 
of older building stock. 

The result will be an activated, relevant and re-contextualised 
campus, that remains true to Murdoch’s origins and Values. 

34
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2

3

4

5
6

1

Bush Court

Broadwalk

Development Envelopes

1. Hall/Gallery/Tavern 
2. Parking 
3. Sports/Wellness/Aquatic Centres 
4. Research/Wet Sciences 
5. Learning & Teaching Centre
6. Senate/New Chancellory

Long Term

Medium Term

Early Wins

Short Term



Eastern Precinct

The Eastern precinct is the primary connector linking the 
academic core with the broader Activity Centre, integrating 
the State health campus with the University’s broader life 
sciences. The Eastern precinct underpins the University’s 
research ambitions to be the centre of the knowledge and 
health vision of the MSAC”. 

The precinct caters for intensive development incorporating 
commercial and research based activity. Residential offerings, 
including short-stay accommodation, will be distributed 
between Murdoch Square and the Broadwalk.

Eastern precinct’s development respects the bush landscape 
and ecological networks, preserving  greening initiatives and 
off the grid technology.

Activity Precincts

36
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Medium Term

Early Wins

Short Term

FSHEnergy /
Renewable

TechnologyCentre

Long Term

Glass House
Facility
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Discovery Way is the primary gateway into the precinct,  
its southern end being defined by Murdoch Square, a large, 
impressive urban plaza.

A landscaped avenue will be established as green linear 
park connecting the northern and southern portions of 
Eastern precinct. The avenue is sized to accommodate  
a future rapid/mass transit systems. 

Murdoch Square

Activity Precincts

Eastern Precinct

38





Western Residential

A diverse residential offering of 1640 dwellings will be 
developed within the Western precinct. While the residential 
precinct will promote housing typologies that provide a more 
dense living environment, the new development will remain in 
keeping with the Murdoch Character  and its suburban 
surrounds.

New housing will be adjacent to the redeveloped student 
village in the northern corner, providing a more relevant and 
appealing offering to both international and local students. 

Incorporating residential development into the Campus 
supports the State’s ambitions for the broader activity centre. 
A larger campus-based residential population will greatly 
improve campus activation and help create a genuine campus 
community, one that benefits from surrounding facilities such 
as the sports and wellness centre, hospital and regional 
parklands.

Activity Precincts

40
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Development Stages

Early Wins -  No Development
Short -  Student Accomm. 1350 Beds (4-6 levels)
Medium -  Student Accomm. 1350 Beds (4-6 levels) 
 -  Private Accomm. 1640 Dwellings (3-12 levels)
Long -  No Development
 

Medium Term

Early Wins

Short Term
Long Term



Activity Precincts

Sports Precinct

P P

2

3

4

5

1

3

4

The sports / wellness centre consolidates 
development of sporting facilities in a single 
unified precinct to the south-west of the 
Academic Core

The Sports precinct is conveniently located 
adjacent the Academic core and Western 
residential precinct. This will be a popular 
contributor to the Murdoch student 
experience.  

The Sports precinct offers strong potential 
for strategic commercial partnerships. 

Accessible to the wider community, the Sport 
precinct will increase visitation to the campus 
and therefore provides the opportunity to 
showcase the University as a destination. 

1.  Sports/Wellness/Aquatics centre
2. Tennis courts 
3. Synthetic pitches 
4. Clubrooms 
5. Playing fields

42
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Discovery Way

M
u
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Activity Precincts

Southern Precinct

Key activities & potential 

• Living Lab 
• Learning and Teaching 
• Tourism 
• Community Engagement
• Agriculture
• Biodiversity
• Veterinary Science
• Farm Operations
• Ecological Zone
• Research

The Southern precinct is anchored by the 
university farm facility and biodiversity zones.  

These areas will be maintained and enhanced, 
to achieve a living laboratory. The Southern 
precinct will incorporate walk trails for 
community use and engagement, while the 
University’s research activities and partnerships 
will continue in the farm, glasshouses and field 
plots.

This precinct is a key attractor for students 
and researches and it is an acclaimed asset 
for real world learning. The Southern precinct 
forms a key point of difference for Murdoch’s 
Perth Campus.

Through habitat retention and enhanced 
ecological connections the Southern precinct 
respects the wider regional network of 
protected wetlands.




