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This Quick Guide shares 
some ways to find 
experience (both paid 
and unpaid).

Experience is no longer an optional extra 
for students. Potential employers or clients 
want to see how you have applied your 
knowledge and skills in industry or solved real-
world problems. Therefore, students who have 
gained experience (paid and/or unpaid) and 
can promote what they learnt or developed 
in the process will be more employable. The 
key is to get out there early and not wait until 
your final semester! Besides impressing 
employers on your resume / CV and during 
interviews, experience is useful for:

• Discovering your strengths / areas for
improvement and where you might like to
take your degree.

• Developing your professional network
and professionalism (workplace
behaviours and conduct).

In cases where practical placements are not 
core or required within your degree (like 
Nursing or Education), you have to take a 
proactive approach to finding or applying for 
experience, either outside or within your degree. 

The key to gaining experience is doing your research 
to discover options, taking a risk by asking or 
submitting an application and being well 
prepared (e.g. having a professional resume / 
CV).

Types of Experience outside your degree 
(paid and unpaid):

• Vacation Work / Internships / Clerkships / Work
Experience / Cadetships or Scholarships.

• Industry Competitions / Hackathons (solving
real-world problems / generating creative ideas).

• Student Ambassador roles for a Professional
Association in your discipline (e.g. Human
Resources Institute of Australia) or a committee
member of a student club or society (see
Murdoch Guild website).

• Community Volunteering with a not-for-
profit or charity organisation.

Where to look for (paid and unpaid) 
experience outside your degree:

• Jobs boards (e.g. murdoch.edu.au/
mymurdochcareer, gradconnection.com.au,
seek.com.au, au.indeed.com, govolunteer.com.au,
volunteeringwa.org.au, ethicaljobs.com.au).

• The Murdoch Guild Volunteering Hub (see
murdochguild.com.au).

• Employer and not-for-profit or charity organisation
websites e.g. The Smith Family, Communicare,
Tenancy WA, AIME Mentoring.

• Careers Fairs and Professional Networking events
(virtual / in person). (See Events tab on
murdoch.edu.au/mymurdochcareer).

• Asking friends / family / university contacts.
• Researching on LinkedIn.
• Making a direct approach in person or on the

phone to employers that relate to your degree
asking for work experience.

Search Jobs, Events and more Resources on murdoch.edu.au/mymurdochcareer

NOTE: Murdoch University can offer free 
insurance coverage for approved unpaid work 
experience (you find yourself) with a government 
department or commercial organisation related 
to your degree. See "Unpaid Work Experience 
and Insurance Cover (Application Form) 
resource on murdoch.edu.au/mymurdochcareer.
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Check out myMurdoch Career 
(murdoch.edu.au/mymurdochcareer) 

for more resources. 

NOTE: “MSP201 Real World Learning” is an 
undergraduate unit offering you a unique 
opportunity to gain credit for a experience you 
would normally find and organise yourself outside of 
your degree. 
Your "real world learning" experience needs to be a 
minimum of 40 hours and can include: 

• Structured student programs e.g. Murdoch
Student Emerging Leaders Program (MSEL)
• Student competitions (hosted by Murdoch or
industry) 
• Community volunteering (with a registered not-for-
profit or charity organisation)
• Overseas experiences, pending travel restrictions.

Examples of (paid experience) offered by 
Murdoch University, outside your degree:

• Peer Assisted Study Sessions (PASS) or PAC
Leader

• Murdoch Sports Viking Kids Holiday Program
Camp Leader

• Murdoch Student Ambassador
• Murdoch Library Assistant
• Murdoch Open Day Volunteer

Examples of (paid and unpaid) experience offered 
by The Murdoch Guild, outside your degree:

• The Guild magazine (Metior)
• Student Clubs and Societies
• The Guild tavern and café’s
• Assistance and support services e.g. Tax Help
• Murdoch Student Emerging Leaders (MSEL)

volunteer program
• Peer Tutor

Types of Experience within your degree (unpaid):
Placement / Internship Units
Industry Projects
Work simulations
(See the Murdoch Work Integrated Learning (WIL) 
page for details).

Just like the process of finding a job, you are required to 
research your options and either:

• submit an application / expression of interest in order
to be selected or registered to participate in a student
program / competition / volunteer role; or

• ask (in person or over the phone) if you can volunteer
with a registered not-for-profit or charity organisation of
interest (and negotiate your own days/hours) if no
current role exists or is advertised. Some community
volunteering examples:

a) Treasurer for a sporting or social club;

b) Events Organiser for an arts festival;

c) Volunteer role (related to your degree) supporting a
community service organisation e.g. Multicultural
Support Centre, Youth  /  Mental Health Service.

For more ideas: Search relevant jobs boards listed 
previously (you can select "expired" jobs on 
murdoch.edu.au/mymurdochcareer to expand your search). 

Then: Check to make sure the organisation is a registered 
not-for-profit or charity organisation here: https://
www.acnc.gov.au/charity.

Tip: If you need to submit an application or provide a 
resume / CV and cover letter to the organisation, search 
Resources on myMurdoch Career to support your job 
application writing.

Once you have been offered or found your own "real world 
learning" experience you then need to submit an application 
to enrol in MSP201 and await approval from the unit 
coordinator. All unit enquires should be directed to:  
careerlearning@murdoch.edu.au. 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Work-Integrated-Learning/What-is-WIL/
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Work-Integrated-Learning/What-is-WIL/
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/mymurdoch/support-advice/murdoch-experience/become-a-leader
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/mymurdoch/support-advice/murdoch-experience/become-a-leader
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/mymurdoch/support-advice/murdoch-experience/become-a-mentor
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/murdoch-sports/events-and-programs/viking-kids-holiday-program
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/murdoch-sports/events-and-programs/viking-kids-holiday-program
http://www.murdochguild.com.au/
http://www.murdochguild.com.au/msel/



